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SUICIDE AND SUICIDE ATTEMPTS AMONG MOTHERS OF CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES: AN INTEGRATIVE REVIEW

ABSTRACT

Objective: to gather scientific evidence on suicide attempts and suicides among mothers of
children with disabilities. Methods: this is an integrative review conducted in five databases,
using the research question: “What is the scientific evidence on suicide attempts and suicides
among mothers of children with disabilities?” The descriptors “Mothers”, “Suicide”,
“Attempted Suicide”, “Suicide Attempt”, “Children with Disabilities” and “Disabled Children”
were used. Four studies from different countries were included, published between 2018 and
2024, were included. The critical analysis and qualitative synthesis of the selected studies were
carried out descriptively and organized into two categories. Results: mothers of disabled
children face high levels of stress and depression, aggravated by marginalization and lack of
support. The transition into adolescence of their children intensifies this emotional burden. It is
essential to offer psychological support and practical resources to improve their quality of life.
Psychological and financial support and support networks are essential to reduce stress. Final
considerations: ensuring access to health services and flexible working conditions, as well as
including families in policy formulation, can improve the life quality of these families and
promote a more inclusive society.

Keywords: Mothers; Suicide; Suicide Attempt; Disabled Children

INTRODUCTION

Discovering that a child has a disability is a deeply affecting and often traumatic
experience for families, regardless of the severity of the child’s condition. Disability, which
encompasses a broad spectrum, from speech, visual, and auditory impairments to orthopedic
and intellectual disabilities, often results in the child becoming significantly dependent on their
parents, thereby creating a considerable source of stress within the family unitt.

It is important to note that disability is a permanent condition requiring continuous
adaptation, frequently resulting in limitations in the parents’ lives. The repercussions extend
beyond those directly experiencing the condition, significantly affecting daily activities and,

consequently, altering family dynamics?.
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A cross-sectional study conducted in Brazil evaluated the quality of life and caregiver
burden among primary caregivers of children with disabilities (CWDs), revealing a significant
negative impact in both domains. The results indicated that married, unemployed mothers with
low educational attainment and pre-existing health conditions were the most adversely affected.
Furthermore, older mothers experienced a greater caregiving burden, further diminishing their
quality of lifed,

This scenario is largely explained by the active role assumed by mothers in managing
the multifaceted challenges associated with caregiving, which often include behavioral and
emotional difficulties, with depression being particularly prevalent. These challenges may
impair interpersonal relationships and are influenced by psychological, financial, educational,
and lifestyle factors®.

Consequently, feelings of hopelessness may arise, contributing to negative expectations
about the future and a perceived lack of control over one’s life. These psychological states are
associated with a heightened risk of adverse health outcomes, including cardiovascular disease,
depression, and suicidal ideation®.

Given this context, assessing the mental health of mothers who serve as long-term
caregivers for children with disabilities is essential. Such assessments can inform the
development of targeted interventions aimed at improving the well-being of both mothers and
their children®. Accordingly, the present study aims to gather existing scientific evidence on

suicide attempts and completed suicides among mothers of children with disabilities.

METHOD

This study is an integrative literature review, structured into six main stages. Initially,
the research question was defined, followed by the establishment of inclusion and exclusion
criteria. In the third stage, relevant information was extracted and assessed for the quality of the
included studies. The penultimate stage involved interpreting the results, which culminated in
the synthesis of the collected data, providing a comprehensive and critical overview of the
investigated topic’.

The research question was formulated using the PICo strategy — Population, Interest,

and Context®. The structure adopted was as follows: P — mothers; | — suicide and suicide
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attempts; Co — children with disabilities. Accordingly, the research question was posed as:
"What is the scientific evidence regarding suicide attempts and suicides among mothers of
children with disabilities?"

The search for studies was conducted in October 2024 through the CAPES Journal
Portal, accessed via the Federated Academic Community (CAFe). The studies were retrieved
from the following electronic databases: BVS, Scopus, EMBASE, Web of Science, and the US
National Library of Medicine (PubMed).

Search strategies were tailored for each database using the following Health Sciences
Descriptors (DeCS) and their English equivalents based on the Medical Subject Headings
(MeSH): "Mothers,” "Suicide," "Attempted Suicide,” "Suicide Attempt,” "Children with
Disabilities,” and "Disabled Children" (Table 1).

The inclusion criteria for articles were as follows: full-text availability online, published
in Portuguese or English, open access, no date restrictions, and the inclusion of the term
"disability" or "disabilities™ in the title. To ensure greater precision, only manuscripts that used
these terms in a central and contextualized manner within the scope of the study were selected,
restricting the analysis to articles that directly addressed disability as a core theme.

Exclusion criteria comprised non-primary studies, such as opinion pieces, letters to the
editor, brief communications, editorials, and review articles, as well as studies that did not meet

the review question. Duplicate manuscripts were counted only once.
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Table 1 — Search Strategies in Databases Embase, Scopus, Web of Science, PubMed, and
BVS.

Database Search Strategy Publications

Embase ('mother':ab,ti AND 'suicide":ab,ti OR 'suicide 443
attempt.ab,ti) AND ‘children with
disabilities';ab,ti OR 'disabled child":ab;ti
Scopus (ALL ( mothers) AND ALL (suicide ) OR 867
ALL ( "attempted suicide™ ) OR ALL (
"suicide attempt” ) AND ALL ( "children
with disabilities" ) OR ALL ( "disabled
children"))

Web of Science mothers (Title) AND suicide (Title) OR 474
"attempted suicide" (Title) OR "suicide
attempt™ (Title) AND "children with
disabilities” (Title) OR "disabled children"
(Title)

PubMed (((("'mothers"[Title] AND
"suicide"[Title]) OR "attempted 63
suicide"[Title]) OR "suicide
attempt"[Title]) AND "children with
disabilities"[Title]) OR "disabled
children"[Title] AND "open
access"[filter]

BVS (mothers) AND (suicide) OR (attempted 211
suicide) AND (children with disabilities)
OR (disabled children)

Source: The Authors.

The selection of articles was conducted by a researcher, according to the eligibility
criteria. The third stage consisted of representing the characteristics of the studies. For this
purpose, information to be extracted was defined: country, year of publication/reference,
objective, design, level of evidence, participants, and main results.

To categorize the level of evidence, the following classification was considered: level
I, meta-analysis of controlled and randomized studies; level 11, experimental study; level IlI,
quasi-experimental study; level 1V, descriptive/non-experimental study or qualitative approach;
level V, case report or experience; level V1, consensus and expert opinion®.

The selection of articles was conducted based on the Preferred Reporting Items for

Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA), as shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 — Summary of the article selection process according to the PRISMA flowchart.
Source: The Authors.

The critical analysis and qualitative synthesis of the selected studies were conducted
descriptively and organized into two categories. As this research is an integrative review, it was
not submitted to a Research Ethics Committee. Nevertheless, the ideas and contributions of the

authors of the publications used in the development of this study were duly preserved.
RESULTS

Four articles were selected for this review, all of which were published in international

journals: two retrieved from Embase, one from BVS, and one from Scopus. The articles
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originated from countries such as Australia, South Korea, Japan, and England, covering the

period from 2018 to 2024. Regarding the level of evidence, all were classified as Level IV

(Table 2).

Table 2 — Presentation and synthesis of the main findings from the studies included in the

review.
Title®™ Year/Country | Study Objective Study Design Findings LoE*
/Journal
Mental health 2018/ To describe the Qualitative study that The study showed v
care needs and Australia/ mental health care explored the support high rates of mental
preferences for "Child Care needs and support experiences of mothers | health problems
mothers of Health preferences of of children with autism | among mothers,
children with a Development” | mothers of children and sensory processing | with 44%
disability* and young people difficulties. experiencing
with disabilities aged clinically significant
0 to 25 years. depression, 42%
suffering from
anxiety, and 22%
reporting suicidal
thoughts in the past
12 months.
Phenomenologi | 2023/ To explore and reveal | Phenomenological study | The study v
cal study on the | South Korea/ the lived experiences | conducted with mothers | emphasizes the
lived "Asian of mothers caring for | caring for adolescents importance of
experiences of Nursing pubescent children with developmental recognizing and
mothers caring Research". with developmental disabilities. addressing the
for their disabilities complex needs of
pubescent these mothers,
children with promoting
developmental interventions that
disabilities®2. can enhance their
quality of life and
that of their children.
Association of 2021/ To understand the Quantitative study The study concludes | IV
child’s disability | Japan/ association between assessing the that parents of
status with “SSM - children's disability psychological health of | children with
father’s health Population status and parental parents by categorizing disabilities in Japan
outcomes in Health” health outcomes. their subjective health experience greater
Japan?3 status. psychological

distress and report
poorer subjective
health compared to
parents of children
without disabilities.
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Suicidal 2024/ To investigate suicide | Cross-sectional study Mothers accounted
thoughts and England/ risk in parents caring | conducted with parents | for 92.7% of
behaviors in "Archives of for children with or caregivers, 93% of participants and
parents caring Suicide disabilities and long- | whom were mothers of | faced high levels of
for children Research" term illnesses. children with chronic stress, depression,

with disabilities

illnesses or disabilities.

and feelings of

and long-term
illnesses®

entrapment,
contributing to
increased rates of
suicidal thoughts
and behaviors.

Source: The Authors.
LoE*: Level of Evidence.

DISCUSSION

The following section discusses the emotional burden experienced by mothers of
children with disabilities (CWDs), who face unique challenges that significantly affect their
psychological well-being. The reality of these women is marked by daily hardships, ranging
from managing their children's special needs to seeking adequate resources, which contributes
to stress, anxiety, and suicidal ideation. Additionally, this section addresses the promotion of
quality of life for these mothers through comprehensive support that includes both emotional

assistance and practical resources, with the aim of improving their overall well-being.

1. The Emotional Burden of Mothers of Children with Disabilities

This section highlights the prevalence of mental health issues among mothers who
assume the responsibility of caring for children with disabilities (CWDs), with particular
emphasis on the stress and depression that permeate their daily lives.

A study about mothers of CWDs mental health reported alarming data: 44% of mothers
exhibited clinically significant levels of depression, while 42% reported anxiety, underscoring
the emotional burden these women face on a daily basis*!.

Additionally, high levels of psychological stress were identified, with nearly half of the
participants (48%) acknowledging this condition. Among the mothers interviewed, 22%
reported having experienced suicidal ideation, and 4% mentioned prior suicide attempts, further

emphasizing the gravity of their situation??.
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The transition to adolescence in their children represents a particularly complex period,
involving not only physical changes but also behavioral and emotional shifts, which often give
rise to intense feelings of hopelessness and the perception that both their own lives and those
of their children lack optimistic prospects. In this cycle of despair, mothers often feel a loss of
control over their lives, which can lead to serious mental health consequences, including
depression and suicidal thoughts®.

In this context, mothers tend to feel overwhelmed by the demands of caregiving and
personal hygiene, particularly when additional concerns arise, such as obesity or resistance to
medical treatments. These challenges are often exacerbated by feelings of marginalization,
social scrutiny, and lack of support from partners and healthcare professionals*?.

Tragic cases of mothers who have died by suicide alongside their children reveal
extreme desperation and highlight the urgent need for emotional support and practical
resources'?. The deterioration of psychological well-being among these mothers often results
from the inability to develop healthy coping strategies, coupled with profound emotional
exhaustion. Feelings of loneliness and reluctance to seek help, compounded by the lack of
effective support networks, contribute to a persistent cycle of emotional distress®®.

It is important to note that the transition from pediatric to adult care is fraught with
challenges such as fragmented services and discontinuity in care. Additionally, the
psychological and social changes of adolescence reduce treatment engagement, often due to the
absence of support systems that facilitate the development of self-management skillst®. The
lack of preparedness among healthcare professionals to address these unique needs further
compromises the effectiveness and integration of care models during this transitional phase®.

Another significant aspect addressed in this review concerns the stigma, social isolation,
and financial hardship experienced by mothers of CWDs. The stigma associated with disability
not only influences behavior but also exacerbates psychological well-being, intertwining with
cultural beliefs about disability?’.

For many people, caregiving is perceived as an emotional and financial burden, leading
some to consider suicide as a viable means of escape from ongoing suffering'®8, Several
predictive factors for maternal distress further increase emotional strain, including low

socioeconomic status and limited knowledge about the disability, which may paradoxically
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heighten anxiety by focusing attention on negative aspects. Moreover, a lack of confidence in
managing the child’s care, a heightened perception of caregiving burden, and the absence of
psychological support are all key elements that warrant urgent attention®®,

The significant stress faced by mothers also hinders their ability to manage daily
demands, often straining interpersonal relationships and, in many cases, resulting in social
isolation—an aggravating factor for loneliness and resistance to seeking help®®. This sense of
isolation is frequently reinforced by a perceived lack of empathy and societal understanding,
leading to the feeling of being marginalized. As a result, stigmatization and judgment often
dissuade mothers from participating in social contexts, adversely affecting their self-esteem.
Furthermore, limited access to specialized services intensifies this isolation?,

Decreased social engagement, driven by fear of negative reactions, compels many
mothers to restructure their priorities around environments they perceive as safe for their
children'?. The process of accepting a child’s condition often involves multiple stages, shock,
guilt, financial strain, which intensify emotional pressure within families?..

The perception of inadequacy and feelings of parental failure can become
overwhelming, as reflected in studies showing a troubling proportion of mothers with suicidal
ideation>’. Many mothers experience guilt and emotional overload, viewing the experience of
raising a child with a disability as a crisis that generates feelings of loss and grief akin to
bereavement??,

The complexity of caregiving responsibilities may also foster a sense of entrapment,
which, when coupled with a lack of adequate support, can lead to despair and suicidal ideation.
Consequently, as primary caregivers, these mothers are particularly vulnerable to mental health
issuest?.

In addition, many mothers report psychological challenges, strained family
relationships, and a perceived inability to improve their own or their child’s situation. The lack
of information regarding the child's needs and the absence of appropriate support services
exacerbate this burden. Education and access to relevant information are therefore essential to
promote emotional well-being and mitigate the distress experienced by these mothers?3.

Despite efforts to seek support through peer groups and training programs, many

mothers continue to face significant barriers to accessing appropriate services, often
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compounded by a lack of understanding and empathy from healthcare professionals. In this
context, the support provided by other parents facing similar experiences becomes an invaluable
resource, offering a safe space for empathy and the exchange of lived experiences, which can
alleviate emotional burden and loneliness4,

This reality underscores the urgent need to implement interventions that foster not only
the emotional well-being of mothers but also the strengthening of family dynamics, ensuring
adequate support in a context filled with adversities'®. Moreover, the lack of information and
resources concerning proper care and legal rights deepens the sense of helplessness, limits

available options, and leaves many mothers in a state of exhaustion and overload®**?*’,

2. The Importance of Comprehensive Support for Mothers of Children with Disabilities
and Effective Public Policies

The implementation of public policies and educational programs aimed at supporting
mothers of children with disabilities (CWDs) is an urgent and complex demand. Recent studies
underscore the importance of not only addressing the daily challenges faced by these families
but also promoting the psychological well-being and resilience of mothers!?%5°,

Recognizing the importance of therapy and counseling, as well as the development of
adaptive traits, is essential, as these dimensions directly impact the quality of life of both
mothers and their children®.. A holistic approach that integrates these elements can be
fundamental to the effectiveness of therapeutic interventions. Furthermore, considering lived
experiences can enhance family quality of life®®,

Resilience should be fostered through strategies that promote a balanced caregiving
environment, regardless of family structure®. This allows for the establishment of a family-
centered care model, promoting comprehensive disability education that includes parents,
families, and communities, ensuring equitable access to information about conditions, causes,
legal rights, and rehabilitation services*.

Raising awareness and addressing stigma are essential so that mothers of CWDs can
share their emotions and experiences without fear of judgment, fostering an environment of

acceptance and support. It is crucial to acknowledge that the lack of resources and an
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insufficient support network can lead to high levels of stress and parental burnout, which
jeopardize caregivers' health?®.

Parental burnout can manifest as emotional exhaustion and feelings of
depersonalization, especially among those struggling to meet their children’s basic needs.
Moreover, the inverse relationship between life satisfaction and burnout levels has been
examined, highlighting the importance of social support as a mitigating factor of emotional
strain®®, Therefore, it is essential to promote shared caregiving responsibilities, build
institutional trust,?® and foster peer support groups, in addition to expanding support services to
allow caregivers time for self-care'®,

Another important aspect involves the acknowledgment of mothers' lived experiences
and the value of their expertise to build collaborative relationships with healthcare
professionals, who must often align treatments with the realities of families®®. Furthermore,
maternal mental health must be a central focus of interventions, including early identification
of depression severity and the provision of psychosocial support?®.

Beyond psychological assistance, financial hardship often deepens despair and
diminishes hope, an essential element for mothers to navigate daily challenges. This economic
strain, combined with psychological pressure, may induce feelings of guilt and overwhelming
concern for the future®. In this context, policies that integrate financial and psychological
support3! can significantly reduce emotional overload and offer mothers a renewed life
perspective, lowering the risk of suicide and suicide attempts.

In Australia, a national study following the development of CWDs revealed a significant
incidence of mental health issues among caregivers, particularly parents of younger children
(ages 4-11). The proposed recommendations, financial support, specific mental health
interventions, improved service access, and a focus on unmet needs, aim to enhance not only
parental mental health but also the home environment, fostering child development®?.

In Ireland, families with CWDs face substantial economic disadvantages, including
reduced income and additional costs to maintain a living standard comparable to families
without such challenges. Consequently, the study advocates for a tiered policy approach to
disability support, recognizing the varying severity of conditions. It also emphasizes the need

for innovative policies to ensure access to health and social services and flexible work
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arrangements for parents, highlighting the importance of quality educational and care
facilities®3,

In the United States, a research has examined the interplay between the health of CWDs
and the employment capacity of family caregivers, showing that the children's health
significantly affects family work dynamics. Thus, initiatives such as expanded paid family
leave, specialized care centers, and improved pediatric home health services are highlighted.
These measures not only provide support but also promote health equity, particularly for
marginalized communities that are disproportionately affected by job loss®*.

There is also a need to recognize varying levels of functional impairment and care
requirements to address the specific needs of different subgroups. For example, children with
high levels of functional disability have shown higher hospitalization rates and financial
difficulties, indicating a need for interventions that improve access to coordinated healthcare®®.

Furthermore, the absence of early diagnoses may worsen financial burdens, suggesting
that implementing early genetic diagnoses may reduce both overall costs and the incidence of
financial hardship®®.

Therefore, including families, especially mothers, in the development of public policies
must prioritize reducing social isolation and fostering structured support networks that can act
preventively®’. Such strategies must incorporate the lived experiences of these women to
strengthen their sense of coherence and belonging®. Additionally, in the context of social
welfare and health policies, factors such as emotional well-being, mental health, and social
support must be integrated into initiatives aimed at minimizing the risks associated with despair
and caregiver exhaustion®,

A primary limitation of this study is the scarcity of specific research addressing suicide
and suicide attempts among mothers of CWDs. The lack of studies, compounded by
methodological differences and varying definitions of disability, impairs a comprehensive
understanding of the phenomenon. Nevertheless, the identification of indicators may assist in
predicting suicidal behavior in this population. Further research focused on mothers of CWDs
is therefore recommended to deepen understanding and develop more effective intervention

strategies.
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FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

The analysis about the experiences from mothers of children with disabilities reveals a
reality marked by high levels of stress, anxiety, and depression, which severely compromise
their mental health and family balance. These difficulties are exacerbated by social stigma,
isolation, financial hardship, and lack of adequate support, increasing the emotional burden they
face.

The crisis triggered by the disability diagnosis can lead to severe outcomes, such as
suicidal ideation and suicide. In this context, it is essential to implement interventions that
promote the well-being of these mothers, such as public policies and support programs that
encourage resilience, help overcome challenges, and value their unique experiences.

The creation of integrated support networks, involving healthcare professionals,
community groups, and institutions, is crucial for effectively meeting the needs of these
families. This approach not only alleviates the emotional burden of the mothers but also
contributes to a more welcoming family environment and a more inclusive and sensitive society

to the demands of those living this reality.

REFERENCES

1. Kuguk EE, Alemdar, DK. Life satisfaction and psychological status of mothers with
disabled children: a descriptive study. Community Mental Health Journal. 2018; 54 (1):102-
106. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10597-017-0135-6.

2. Balbo N, Bolano D. Child disability as a family issue: a study on mothers’ and fathers’
health in Italy. European Journal of Public Health. 2023; 34(1):79-84. DOI:
10.1093/eurpub/ckad168.

3. Barros ALO, Gutiérrez GM, Barros AO.; Santos MTBR. Burden of caregivers of children
and adolescents with Down Syndrome. Spec Care Dentis. 2019; 39: 380-388.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/scd.12400.

4. Baructu A, Baructu S, Kolkiran S, Ozdener F. Evaluation of anxiety, depression and burden

on caregivers of children with cerebral palsy. Developmental Neurorehabilitation. 2021;
24(8): 555-560. DOI: 10.1080/17518423.2021.1917718.

Revista Contexto & Salde - Editora Unijui — ISSN 2176-7114 — V. 25 — N. 50 — 2025 — e16722



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

15

SUICIDE AND SUICIDE ATTEMPTS AMONG MOTHERS OF CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES: AN INTEGRATIVE REVIEW

Alamdarloo GH, Majidi F. Feelings of hopelessness in mothers of children with
neurodevelopmental disorders. International Journal of Developmental Disabilities. 2022;
68(4): 485-494. DOI: 10.1080/20473869.2020.1736886.

Ma SW, Lai S, Yang YY, Zhou Z, Yang BT, Zheng GZY, Gao J, Lu L. Relationships
Between Anxiety Symptoms, Hopelessness and Suicidal Ideation Among Parental
Caregivers of Mandarin-Speaking Children With Speech Impairment: The Mediating Effect
of Depressive Symptoms. Frontiers in Psychiatry. 2021; 12(648885), 2021. DOI:
10.3389/fpsyt.2021.648885.

Mendes KDS, Silveira RCCP, Galvdo CM. Integrative literature review: a research method
to incorporate evidence in health care and nursing. 2008; 17(4): 758-764. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1590/S0104-07072008000400018

Santos CMC; Pimenta CAM; Nobre MRC. The PICO strategy for the research question
construction and evidence search. Revista Latino-Americana de Enfermagem. 2007; 15(3):
508-511, 2007. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1590/S0104-11692007000300023

Melnyk BM, Fineout-Overholt E. Evidence-based practice in nursing & healthcare: a guide
to best practice. 4. ed. Philadelphia: Wolters Kluwer Health; 2019.

Page MJ, McKenzie JE, Bossuyt PM, Boutron I, Hoffmann TC, Mulrow CD, et al. The
PRISMA 2020 statement: an updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews. BMJ.
2021;372:n71. doi:10.1136/bmj.n71.

Gilson KM, Davis E, Johnson S, Gains J, Reddihough D, Willians K. Mental health care
needs and preferences for mothers of children with a disability. Child Care Health
Development. 2018; 44(3): 384-391, 2018. DOI: 10.1111/cch.12556.

Joung WJ. Phenomenological Study on the Lived Experiences of Mothers Caring for Their
Pubescent Children with Developmental Disabilities. Asian Nurs Res (Korean Soc Nurs
Sci). 2023; 14(4): 226-234. DOI: 10.1016/j.anr.2023.09.001.

Duhlgel B, Tsuguhiko K, Ochi M, Gilmour S, Kachi Y, Takehara K. Association of child’s
disability status with father’s health outcomes in Japan. SSM - Population Health. 2021;
16(100951). DOI: 10.1016/j.ssmph.2021.100951.

O’dwyer ST, Sansom A, Mars B, Reakes L, Andrewharta C, Melluish J, et al. Suicidal
thoughts and behaviors in parents caring for children with disabilities and long-term
illnesses.  Archives of Suicide Research. 2024, 28(4): 1-18. DOIL:
10.1080/13811118.2024.2363230.

Walkowiak, D., Domaradzki, J. Perception of psychosocial burden in mothers of children

with rare pediatric neurological diseases. Sci Rep 15, 6295 (2025).
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-025-87251-w

Revista Contexto & Salde - Editora Unijui — ISSN 2176-7114 — V. 25 — N. 50 — 2025 — e16722


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-025-87251-w

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

16

SUICIDE AND SUICIDE ATTEMPTS AMONG MOTHERS OF CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES: AN INTEGRATIVE REVIEW

Toulany A, Gorter JW, Harrison M. A call for action. Recommendations to improve
transition to adult care for youth with complex health care needs. Paediatr Child Health.
2022;27(5):297-302. doi:10.1093/pch/pxac047

Bjornstad G, Cuff-Fuller B, Ukoumunne OC, Fredlund C, McDonald A, Wilkison K. et al.
Healthy parent carers: feasibility randomized controlled trial of a peer-led group-based
health promotion intervention for parent carers of disabled children. Pilot and Feasibility
Studies. 2021; 7(144). DOI: 10.1186/s40814-021-00881-5.

Kar A, Dhamdhere. “Fruits of our past karma”: a qualitative study on knowledge and
attitudes about congenital anomalies among women in Pune district, India. Journal of
Community Genetics. 2023; 14: 429-438. DOI: 10.1007/s12687-023-00654-y.

Masulani-Mwale C, Kauye F, Gladstone M, Mathanga D. Prevalence of psychological
distress among parents of children with intellectual disabilities in Malawi. BMC Psychiatry.
2018; 18(146). DOI: https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-018-1731.

Bristow SM, Jackson D, Power T, Usher K. “Rural mothers’ feelings of isolation when
caring for a child chronic health condition: A phenomenological study”. Journal of Child
Health Care. 2022;26(2):185-198. doi:10.1177/13674935211007324.

Aslan G, Kant E, Can, FG. Investigation of the relationship between spiritual coping styles
and hope levels in mothers with disabled children in Turkey. Journal of Religion and Health.
2023; 62(5):3347-3363. DOI: 10.1007/s10943-023-01843-2.

Yoosefi lebni, J, Ziapour A, Khosravi B, et al. Lived experience of mothers of children with
disabilities: a qualitative study of Iran. J Public Health (Berl.). 2021; 29: 1173-1179. DOI:
10.1007/s10389-020-01215-0

Bourke-Taylor HM, Joyce KS, Grzegorczyn S, et al. Profile of Mothers of Children with a
Disability Who Seek Support for Mental Health and Wellbeing. J Autism Dev Disord. 2022;
52: 3800-3813. DOI: 10.1007/s10803-021-05260-w

Milosevic S, Howell L, Randell E, Thomas RW, Delport S, Busse M et al. Understanding
the support experiences of families of children with autism and sensory processing
difficulties: a qualitative study. Health Expectations. 2022; 25(3):1118-1130. DOI:
10.1111/hex.13465.

Sadziak A, Wilinski W, Wieczorek M. Parental burnout as a health determinant in mothers
raising disabled children. Baltic Journal of Health and Physical Activity, 2019; 11(3): 77-
89. DOI: 10.29359/BJHPA.11.3.08

Caliskan Z, Evgin D, Caner N, Kaplan B, Ozyurt G. Stress and coping in parents of people

with special needs. Perspectives in Psychiatric Care. 2021; 57(3): 1505-1514. DOI:
10.1111/ppc.12746.

Revista Contexto & Salde - Editora Unijui — ISSN 2176-7114 — V. 25 — N. 50 — 2025 — e16722


https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-018-1731

217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

17

SUICIDE AND SUICIDE ATTEMPTS AMONG MOTHERS OF CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES: AN INTEGRATIVE REVIEW

Farhadi A, Bahreini M, Moradi A, Mirzaei K, Nemati R. The predictive role of coping styles
and sense of coherence in the post-traumatic growth of mothers with disabled children: a
cross-sectional study. BMC Psychiatry. 2022; 22(708). DOI: 10.1186/s12888-022-04357-5

Lee YJ, Park HJ, Lee SY. (2022). Learning to Live With Ambiguity: Rethinking
Ambiguous Loss for Mothers of Children With Disabilities. Sage Open. 2022;12(2).
https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440221095014

Bag S. The Effects of Depression Severity on the Stress Coping Methods of Mothers with
Mentally  Disabled  Children. [stanbul  Med . 2022;  23(1):34-38.
doi:10.4274/imj.galen0s.2022.99075

Hartley S, Murira G, Mwangoma M, Carter J, Newton CR. Using community/researcher
partnerships to develop a culturally relevant intervention for children with communication
disabilities in Kenya. Disabil Rehabil. 2009;31(6):490-9. DOl:
10.1080/09638280802061944

Bray L, Carter B, Sanders C, Blake L, Keegan K. Parent-to-parent peer support for parents
of children with a disability: A mixed method study. Patient Educ Couns. 2017
100(8):1537-1543. DOI: 10.1016/j.pec.2017.03.004.

Chen C, Bailey C, Baikie G, Dalziel K, Hua X. Parents of children with disability: Mental
health outcomes and utilization of mental health services. Disabil Health J.
2023;16(4):101506. DOI: 10.1016/j.dhjo.2023.101506

Roddy A. Income and conversion handicaps: estimating the impact of child chronic
illness/disability on family income and the extra cost of child chronic illness/child disability
in Ireland using a standard of living approach. Eur J Health Econ. 2022;23(3):467-483. DOI:
10.1007/s10198-021-01371-

Foster CC, Chorniy A, Kwon S, Kan K, Heard-Garris N, Davis MM. Children With Special
Health Care Needs and Forgone Family Employment. Pediatrics. 2021;
148(3):e2020035378. DOI: 10.1542/peds.2020-035378

Coller RJ, Lerner CF, Eickhoff JC, Klitzner TS, Sklansky DJ, Ehlenbach M, Chung PJ.
Medical Complexity among Children with Special Health Care Needs: A Two-Dimensional
View. Health Serv Res. 2016; 51(4):1644-69. DOI: 10.1111/1475-6773.12416

Chung CCY, Ng NYT, Ng YNC, Lui ACY, Fung JLF, Chan MCY, Wong WHS, Lee SL,
Knapp M, Chung BHY. Socio-economic costs of rare diseases and the risk of financial
hardship: a cross-sectional study. Lancet Reg Health West Pac. 2023; 34:100711. DOI:
10.1016/j.lanwpc.2023.100711

Tricia van Rhijn, Kathryn Underwood, Elaine Frankel, Donna S. Lero, Karen Spalding,

Magdalena Janus, Martha Friendly, and Arlene Haché Canadian Public Policy. 2021; 47(3):
399-409. DOI: 10.3138/cpp.2021-010

Revista Contexto & Salde - Editora Unijui — ISSN 2176-7114 — V. 25 — N. 50 — 2025 — e16722


https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440221095014

SUICIDE AND SUICIDE ATTEMPTS AMONG MOTHERS OF CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES: AN INTEGRATIVE REVIEW

38. Sadati AK, Salehzade H, Hemmati S, Darvish M, Heydari ST, Tabrizi R. The Causal
Factors Associated with the Loving Care of the Mothers of Children with Multiple
Disabilities. Int J Community Based Nurs Midwifery. 2015; 3(4):309-17. PMID: 26448958;

PMCID: PMC4591571

Submitted : November 16, 2024
Accepted: April 8, 2025
Published: May 9, 2025

Author contributions

Camila Harmuch:

Anny Caroline Ribeiro Devechi:

Ana Luisa Lima Serrano:

Cecily Barbosa:
Graciele Cadahaiane de Oliveira:
Luiz Felipe Cairis Goulart:

Paula Antunes Bezerra Nacamura:

Marcelle Paiano:

Conceptualization; Data  curation, Formal

analysis, Methodology, Writing — original draft

Data curation, Formal analysis, Methodology,
Writing — original draft, Writing — review &
editing

Data curation, Formal analysis, Writing — original
draft, Writing — review & editing
Conceptualization; Data curation, Formal analysis
Conceptualization, Methodology, Formal analysis

Conceptualization, Methodology, Formal analysis

Conceptualization, Data curation, Formal analysis,
Methodology, Project administration,

Supervision, Writing — review & editing

Conceptualization, Data curation, Formal analysis,
Methodology, Project administration,

Supervision, Writing — review & editing

All authors approved the final version of the text.

Conflict of interest:

There is no conflict of interest

Revista Contexto & Salde - Editora Unijui — ISSN 2176-7114 — V. 25 — N. 50 — 2025 — e16722




SUICIDE AND SUICIDE ATTEMPTS AMONG MOTHERS OF CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES: AN INTEGRATIVE REVIEW

Funding: This research received no external funding

Autor correspondente: Anny Caroline Ribeiro Devechi
State University of Maringa
Av. Colombo, 5790 - Zona 7, Maringad/PR, Brazil.
Zip code 87020-900

ac.devechi@gmail.com

Editor: Olga Valentim. PhD

Editor-in-Chief: Adriane Cristina Bernat Kolankiewicz. PhD

This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons license.

(ol

Revista Contexto & Salde - Editora Unijui — ISSN 2176-7114 — V. 25 — N. 50 — 2025 — e16722

19


mailto:ac.devechi@gmail.com

